SOAP Document Analysis Sheet

Title of Document:  _____________________________________________________

Author / Creator:    _____________________________________________________

1.  Type of Document:  __________________________________________________
2.  Source:  Who created the document?  What is the author’s background (education, race, religion, ethnicity, socio/economic class, gender, political party, philosophy, etc)?  
3.  Occasion:  When and where was the document created?  Major time period? What local / national / international events were taking place during this time period?
4.  Audience:  For whom was the document written?  Note the tone of the document (formal, satire, hyperbole)
5.  Purpose

Why do you think this document was written? (defend, attack, persuade, 

explain, etc.)

6.  Important Ideas

Write Two Important Ideas about the person, era, time, or place from the facts learned in the document.
7.  Point of View / Bias:  The difference is a fine one, almost chicken and egg by nature. The best way I understand it and explain it is that your background (economic status, religion, ethnicity, nationality, etc) create a bias--a particular way of interpreting events--and in expressing that interpretation, the bias becomes a point of view.  It ultimately comes down to students showing that they understand WHY a person views events the way they do. Don't just say that a person is upset by the Holocaust because they are Jewish, but explain WHY a Jew would be upset.  Remember…

POV is NOT who they are,

POV is NOT what they said,

POV is how who they are had an impact on what they said.

There might be bias in what someone said - but fully addressing POV  means explaining how who they are (their job, experiences, nationality, class, gender, etc) led to that bias.

From what point of view does the author or creator of the document write or create?  
Questions
1.

2.  

3.  

